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point." He "knew nothing of the system which
gentlemen proposed to adopt in arranging the
Treasury Department/* but the fact was worth
considering that "the late Congress had, on long
experience, thought proper to organize the Trea-
sury Department, in a mode different from that
now proposed." He " would be glad to know what
the reasons were that would induce the committee
to adopt a different system from that which had
been found most beneficial to the United States."
What Gerry had in view was the retention of the
then existing system of Treasury management by
a Board of Commissioners. In 1781 the Con-
tinental Congress had been forced to let the
Treasury pass out of its own hands into those of a
Superintendent of Finance, through sheer inability
to get any funds unless the change was made.
Robert Morris, who held the position, had resigned
in January, 1783, because of the behavior of Con-
gress, but the attitude of the army had become
so menacing that he was implored to remain in
office and attend to the arrears of military pay.
He had managed to effect a settlement, and at
length retired from office on November 1, 1784.
Congress then put the Treasury in the hands of
three commissioners appointed and supervised by